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DVMBING VS DOWN
The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling

JOHN TAYLOR GATIO
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the Soul-Battering System that Shapes their Lives
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Free at Last
The Sudbury Wolley School

FREE AT LAST

The Sudbury Valley School
Daniel Greenberg

In the late 1960's Daniel Greenberg an American
physicist was looking for a child friendly school near
Boston for his own children. He couldn't find one. So, a
few like minded parents got together and started the
Sudbury Valley School.

This book is simply written, shorn of all educational
jargon. It recounts the inspiring story of this marvelous
school where children can “just be”. There is no
curriculum, no classes, no grades, no coercion, no
uniforms, no bells and none of the rituals which define a
regular school.

Here children are treated as responsible citizens and they
carry the burden of their own education. Unless asked, the
teachers “stay away” from the children. Here children
discover their own innate interests and then gallantly
pursue them. And because they chose them, they also
rough it out and learn them well. So, children become the
true architects of their own education.
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WEAPONS OF MASS INSTRUCTION

A School Teacher Journey Through the
Dark World of Compulsory Schooling

JOHN TAYLOR GATTO

Here again John Taylor Gatto in his famous storytelling style shows
that how forced schooling seduces the trapped into believing us that
inert knowledge, memorized fact bits and sequences is the gold
standard of intellectual achievements. Learning to connect those bits
into meanings for oneself is always discouraged. He further
demonstrates that this habit training is a major Weapon of Mass

Instruction and the harm school inflicts is rational and deliberate.

This book is filled with many real life examples of people who
escaped the trap of compulsory schooling at the same age when we
were once, sitting at our school desks, copying notes from a
blackboard, getting yelled at. Weapons of Mass Instruction shows us
that realization of personal potential requires a different way of
growing up and growing competent, one which Gatto calls “open-
source learning," which is of much higher quality than rule-driven,

one-size-fits-all schooling.

JOHN TAYLOR GATTO has taught for over 30 years in public schools
and is recipient of New York City Teacher of the Year Award and New
York State Teacher of the Year. He is much sought after speaker on
education. Recently he has started Bartleby Project to peacefully refuse
to take standardized tests or to participate in any preparation of these
tests by simply writing, “I would prefer not to take your test." His other
books are 4 Different Kind of Teacher, The Underground History of

American Education and Dumbing Us Down (Banyan Tree).

DISCIPLINED MINDS

A Critical Look at Salaried Professionals and
the Soul-Battering System that Shapes their Lives

DISCIPLINED

JEFF SCHMIDT
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In India and around the world, work is becoming more political. The ranks
of salaried professionals are swelling, as more jobs require employees who are
sensitive to powerful interests .. and who subordinate any social vision of
their own.

Competition for professional jobs has intensified, making education a high-
stakes game, as people seek the credentials that corporate employers
demand. Fear reigns at every stage, as competition for admission to top
schools is fierce, and continued employment after graduation is at the boss's
pleasure. To survive, many individuals have adopted corporate attitudes and
values, sidelining their commitment to work for a better world.

But the bosses don't always get what they want. By understanding that work
is an inherently political activity, and that education and employment are
battles for your very identity, you can safely navigate the minefields of
schooling and employment. You can hold on to your values, keep your
moral integrity and pursue your vision, not only for your own personal
happiness, but for society's sake as well. This book shows you how.

Who will you be! That is the question. Disciplined Minds arms you for the
battle to think independently and pursue your own vision in today's
corporate society.

Jetf Schmidt was an editor at Physics Today magazine for nineteen years, until
he was fired for writing this provocative book. He has a PhD in physics from
the University of California, Irvine, and has taught in the United States,
Central America and Africa. Born and raised in Los Angeles, he now lives in
Washington, D.C. You may write to him at jeffschmidt@alumni.uci.edu.
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The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling

JOHN TAYLOR GATIO

JOHN TAYLOR GATIO
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Gatto comes down hard on the industrial one-size-fits-all
schooling model. He argues that not only are schools irrelevant to the
lives of children, they are in fact damaging. His central thesis is that
factory schooling is causing great harm to children and communities.
It is an anti-learning, anti-social, anti-democratic activity.

Manish Jain, Shikshantar Andolan

Continuous ringing of the bells, from one compartment to another
compartment, every day eight hours of confinement, the age-segregation
like vegetables, the lack of privacy and constant surveillance, the crazy
sequences, cut-off from the working community and all the rest of the
curriculum of schooling are designed exactly as if someone had set out to
prevent children from learning — how to think and act — to coax them into
addiction and dependent behavior.

After teaching for years,John Taylor Gatto reached to the sad conclusion
that schooling has nothing to do with learning — but to teach young
people to conform to the economic and social order. Dumbing Us Down
reveals shocking reality to today's school system and has become a
beacon for parents seeking alternatives to it.

JOHN TAYLOR GATTO has taught for over 30 years in Government Public Schools
and is recipient of the New York City Teacher of the Year Award and New York State
Teacher of the Year. He is much sought after speaker on Education. Recently he has
started Bartleby Project to peacefully refuse to take standardized tests or to participate
in any preparation of these tests by simply writing “/ would prefer not to take your test.”
His other books are 4 Different Kind of Teacher, The Underground History of American
Education and Weapons of Mass Instruction (Banyan Tree).
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